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Todayôs Presentation

¸ Local Government is 

changing!

¸ Planning is changing too! 

¸ The ñBig Societyò approach

¸ Neighbourhood plans

¸ Local plans

¸ Conclusions
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Huge challenges facing 

local government

¸26% cut in government grant

¸High expectations of service quality & 

efficiency

¸Need for greater skills & resilience

¸Need to contribute to sub-regional 

initiatives

¸Yet retain the ñtexture of local democracyò
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The West Dorset and 

Weymouth & Portland 

partnership

¸Serving 162,000 people

¸Over 434 sq miles

¸With gross budget 

£104m

¸And 850 staff

¸Serving two sovereign 

Councils

¸And delivering the new 

localism agenda!
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Planning 1947 - 2004

¸Requirement for a development 
plan 

ïCounty Structure Plans

ïDistrict Local Plans

¸System of development control

¸Main achievement ïprotection 
of the countryside

¸Weak on delivery of high quality 
sustainable communities
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2004 - A totally new 

development plan 

regime
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2004 - The Local 

Development Framework
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But there have been 

frustrations

¸ Town & Country Planning System has 

been too target driven ïtop down

¸ Too complex & unintelligible

¸ Too slow

¸ Communities feel that planning is ñbeing 

done to themò ïthey have little influence
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Open Source 
Planning

¸Decentralisation - restoring local 

control

¸Rebalancing system in favour of 

sustainable development

¸A simpler, quicker, cheaper and less 

bureaucratic planning system

¸Getting rid of regional planning

¸Removing power from the Planning 

Inspectorate

¸Local determination by local people
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Ministers

¸ Oliver Letwin ïMinister of State at Cabinet 

Office

¸ MP West Dorset since 1997

¸ Responsibilities
ï policy advice to the Prime Minister in the Cabinet Office

¸ Greg Clark ïMinister of Decentralisation

¸ MP Tunbridge Wells since 2005

¸ Responsibilities
ïDecentralisation (including across Government)

ï Big Society

ï Planning policy
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The Coalition 
Programme 

¸ We will rapidly abolish Regional Spatial 

Strategies and return decision-making 

powers on housing and planning to local 

councils, including giving councils new 

powers to stop ógarden grabbingô. 

¸ In the longer term, we will radically reform 

the planning system to give neighbourhoods 

far more ability to determine the shape of the 

places in which their inhabitants live, based 

on the principles set out in the Conservative 

Party publication Open Source Planning. 
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¸Bottom up

¸Local communities more in control

¸ Incentives to bring forward 
development

¸Role of local authorities is supporting 
& brokering rather than deciding

¸Requires changes in attitudes

¸Developers need to go to charm 
school rather than hiring top lawyers 
and other experts to force plans 
though!

The ñBig Societyò 
approach
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The ñBig Societyò 
approach
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ñWhen people know that they will 

get proper support to cope with 

the demands of new 

development; when they have a 

proper say over what new 

homes will look like; and when 

they can influence where those 

homes go, they have reasons to 

say ñyesò to growth.ò 
Greg Clark MP, 18/11/10

The ñBig Societyò 
approach
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Health Warning ïthe 
Bill may change further

¸ñI think the slides are great but 

there are some issues still under 

discussion which may cause 

some of your points to be 

adjusted later ïbut for now your 

picture is as good a snapshot as 

can be givenò

Oliver Letwin ïMinister of State at Cabinet Office


